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artist is a special case. In my opinion, on the contrary,
the lack of communication between artist and audience
proves the lack of communication between all men; a
work of art only unmasks the lack which is common to
us all, but which we normally manage to gloss over with
every trick and convention of conversation; men are
now only individuals who can form collective masses
but not communities.

One common reaction to this is to place responsi-
bility for our defects upon fate, by saying that we are
living in an age of transition, implying that if only we
are patiently passive our faults will disappear of them-
selves when the new order has stabilized itself. This is
a false and dangerous way of stating a valuable truth;
perhaps the only decisive advantage we possess over our
ancestors is a historical knowledge which enables us to
see that all ages are ages of transition. This realization
robs us of false hopes, of believing, if we are fortunate,
that the Absolute Idea has been at last historically
realized, or of expecting, if we are unfortunate, a mil-
lennium around the corner. At the same time it should
keep us from despair; no error is final.

Whatever our nationality, occupation, or beliefs, we
are all agreed on one thing; that the times through
which we are now living mark the end of a period
which, for convenience, we can say began with the
Renaissance. We are all consciously or unconsciously
seeking some form of catholic unity to correct the